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Clinical analysis of sting injury by red fire ants
in 61 reef garrison officers and men
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[ Abstract]

s0 as to deepen our understanding of the sting injury by red fire ants and take relevant countermeasures. Methods A retrospective analysis

Objective To understand the clinical features of sting injury by red fire ants in the reef garrison officers and men,

was performed on the clinical data of 61 reef garrison officers and men who received treatment from March to June 2019 due to sting injury
by red fire ants. Results During military training, reef garrison officers and men are vulnerable to red fire ants, with stings mostly in the
limbs, and over 70% of them become victims. Manifestations of one or several types of allergic symptoms, such as pruritus, pain, erythema,
swelling, pustules, etc. were present in the affected sites. Of the 61 patients, 3 developed secondary bacterial infections and 11 were
accompanied with systemic allergic reactions with varying degrees of urticaria, angioedema, dizziness, fever, laryngeal edema. However,
there were no cases of anaphylactic shock and death. Sting injuries by red fire ants were mainly treated with symptomatic supportive
treatment, but so far there are no specific antidotes. Following treatment, all the 61 patients were cured, with an average treatment course
of 11. 4 days. Conclusion The red fire ant is harmful to the lives and health of reef garrison officers and men, seriously affecting their
life and training on reefs. For this reason, prevention and control measures should be taken to fight against them.
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